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An on-line commerce method and apparatus. A user can select products for purchase 
from plural merchant servers by examining product information stored on a shopping 
server. The product information related to selected products is verified by 
accessing a checkout page of each merchant server. The verified information is then 
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ABSTRACT : 

A client at a remote site may order each of a series of images from a low resolution 
image database, and may then assemble these images and text into a marketing piece. 
Once assembly is complete, the client orders the system proprietor to produce the 
marketing piece according to the client's specifications. The client communicates to 
the system proprietor via a web site on the Internet, which has associated with it a 
pair of applications for the ordering of images and the assembly of marketing 
pieces. The client assembles the marketing piece according to one of a series of 
predefined templates, which constrains the choices which the client has such that 
the produced marketing piece will have the look and feel dictated by the client's 
company. The templates, each of which has associated with it a series of slots for 
the placement of image or text, also permit easy assembly of a marketing piece by 
simply specifying the material which goes within the slot. A catalog of 
low-resolution images are sent over the Internet to the client for his or her 
consideration, and a corresponding set of high-resolution images are used to produce 
the marketing pieces. 
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